22                            CLEMENCEAU
when I'm there, seated on my bench, I am happy.1 (To
the American) I must tell you that your Coolidge is an
extraordinary specimen. You will have got on very well
with your debts by the time you have ruined us. You
will be a little more alone in the world than you are to-day.
As for England . . .
THE AMERICAN : England will always be England !
CLEMENCEAU : I should think there are very good
chances of it I As for Japan, it is useless to talk of her.
If she could only swallow you! And then ? There was
France. We didn't hate you. We loved you rather.
We are such a funny people. When we find ourselves face
to face with people who allow us to live at all we always
want to fling ourselves on their necks. When we arc no
longer here what will you do ? Towards whom will you
turn ? But you get angry with me when I say that.
THE AMERICAN : No. We are never angry with you.
We forgive you even when you haven't a very high idea
of us. We have a very high idea of you.
CLEMENCEAU : Yes, I know you. You applaud me,
you send me flowers, and when my back is turned
. , . Oh, well, there are a few good Americans, I suppose.
THE AMERICAN : Thank you.
MYSELF : What have you come to Paris for ?
CLEMENCEAU : Oh, a very sad business, I have come
because of my sister.3 She is seventy-seven years old
1  Clemenceau wrote to me from the Vendde on July zyth, 1923:  * With my
books, my flowers and the sea, I am in a very comfortable nook.   I have not
budged from my window for a week/
August 8th, 1925,
* I am in a bath of flowers and I am slogging away at animal psychology, now
watching my dog who is eating his leash (thereby showing his superiority to many of
us humans), now putting my own questions to shrimps and sardines, who make no
reply. . . . The weather does not matter here. There is sunshine in my " soul,"
whatever happens. The proof is that at the prise distribution at the Saint-Vincent
school I made a speech which astonished myself even. I am discovering myself
every day/
2  Mile, Adrienne Clemenceau,